
ROYALS
WEEK 4 (HYBRID)

BIG IDEA
When obedience is difficult, stay close to

Jesus.

BIBLE
II Samuel 7:8-13; John 6:50-66, 14:23

WHAT?

DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.
When you play a game, do you prefer to follow the instructions or 
make up your own?
What would the world be like if no one followed directions?

STORY | Talk about a time you didn't think you needed instructions.

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from our own life (or ask a volunteer or 
student to tell a story) about a time when you refused to follow 
instructions because you thought you could figure it out on your own, but 
you really couldn't. Maybe you didn't use your map app for navigation, or 
threw away an instruction booklet, or tried to figure out how to fix the p-
trap of your sink all by yourself. Share what went wrong and laugh about 
it!
There are a lot of reasons we might decide not to follow instructions.
Maybe . . .



We're really confident we can handle it alone.
Or we can't find the instruction manual.
Or the instructions are confusing.
Or we think we can find a better or easier way.

Sometimes we can manage without the instructions. But a lot of the
time, we realize following those instructions would have helped us
avoid some big consequences.

DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.
Talk about a time when you experiences consequences because you 
didn't follow instructions or disobeyed an authority figure. What 
happened?

How do you know when an authority figure or the instructions they 
give you are worth obeying?

SO WHAT?

OBJECT LESSON | The Crown

INSTRUCTIONS: As you teach about the history of the kings of Israel, 
pick up the crowns as you talk about the kings they each represent. 
When you begin talking about Jesus, unveil the crown of thorns and hold 
it as you talk about Him.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE KINGS



For the last few weeks, we've talked about some of the ways the
biblical kings (and wannabe kings) of Israel tried and failed to follow
God's instructions and then faced consequences.
But there's a bigger picture I want to talk about today. The fact that
Israel had kings at all is evidence that kings aren't the only ones who
have a hard time following God's instructions.
To show you this bigger picture, we need to go back in time about 3,000
years. Back then, the nation of Israel didn't have a king. And it was in
chaos.

For a long time, Israel didn't have one official human ruler because
it was supposed to be led by God. God spoke to the Israelites
through leaders, prophets, and judges, but Israel could never seem
to follow God's instructions. They were constantly disobeying,
fighting with, and rebelling against God.
Eventually, the Israelites decided they knew better than God did
and demanded a king. They wanted a human leader to rule them,
just like all the other nations had.
God never wanted Israel to be ruled by kings because God was
supposed to be its King! God eventually gave the Israelites what
they asked for, but warned it would not turn out well.
First, there was King Saul. Then King David (and the wannabe king
Absalom). Then King Solomon. Dozens of kings came after them.

But kings, just like the rest of us, ignore God's instructions. They . . .
Get greedy and power-hungry.
Use their power to harm others.
Rebel against God's plans.
Are only human, no matter how good or wise they seem to be.

SCRIPTURE | II Samuel 7:8-13

King David really tried his best to honor God with his reign. (Well, after
all the Bathsheba and Uriah stuff.) He tried to guide and protect Israel,
administer justice, and help the nation stay close to God. He even had a
plan to get God to literally show up on earth and live alongside the
people of Israel.



But God's plans were different — and much bigger.
INSTRUCTIONS: Read II Samuel 7:8-13.
God promised to do something amazing. One day, God vowed to take
one of David's descendants and make him the king of everything. This
king would . . .

Protect God's people forever.
Defeat Israel's enemies forever.
End injustice forever.
Allow God to be present with them forever.

This King would be the perfect King, able to follow God's instructions
like the kings before Him never could. But the King God was promising
was not the king Israel was envisioning.

SCRIPTURE | John 6:50-66

2,000 years ago, this King finally showed up. But He didn't appear
draped in fancy robes, or sitting on a throne, or commanding armies. He
wasn't born into wealth or power. He was born to an unmarried teenage
girl, in a cave, alongside some animals. She named Him Jesus, and only
a few people recognized Him as the King that was promised.
As Jesus got older, He began teaching about God, performing miracles,
and showing us a new way to love God and others. He drew crowds
who were eager to hear what He had to say. Some people even began
to wonder if He would someday become the King God had promised
and rule Israel. But then He said this . . .
INSTRUCTIONS: Read John 6:51-66.
Wait. What? Bread. Flesh. Blood. What is going on?

Jesus used a lot of metaphors when He taught, and this is one of
those times. So pretend you're in English class for a second and
remember that a metaphor is an illustration that makes a point by
comparing two things you wouldn't necessarily pair together.
When Jesus says He's the bread of life, He means that, just like
food is necessary for physical life, He is necessary for eternal life.
He's talking about His broken body and poured-out blood because
Jesus knew He was soon going to be killed.



When He says people must eat His flesh and drink His blood, He's
calling us to accept the gift He is going to offer us through His
death.

There's a lot of reasons why this really scared and confused a lot of His
followers. Not only did it sound like a horror movie, but it was confusing
— why was He talking about death? God's promised King should be
talking about taking the throne, not dying.
Jesus' instructions were confusing, but instead of listening, asking
more questions, or trusting Jesus, many of just . . . gave up and
stopped following Him. But Jesus knew what He was doing. He needed
us to understand He wasn't the kind of King we were expecting
because God's Kingdom is unlike anything the world has ever seen.

It's not about power. It's about humility.
It's not about defeating your enemies. It's about loving them.
It's not about dominance. It's about sacrifice.
It's not about being served. It's about serving.

That's why Jesus died, hanging on a cross, wearing a crown of thorns,
beneath a sign that mockingly said, "King of the Jews." He died to usher
in God's new Kingdom.
Jesus knew people wouldn't understand. He knew people would walk
away. But He also knew those who did stay close to Him during His
arrest, death, and resurrection would be able to see God fulfill that
promise to David and do something brand new.
King Jesus redefined "royalty." Under His reign . . .

There is peace.
There is hope.
There is love.
And God is always near.

Now, I'll be honest. If you're following Jesus, it's not always going to be
easy. Just like those people who walked away from Jesus, sometimes
it will be difficult to trust where He's leading you. But it will be worth it.
So when following God's instructions are difficult, or scary, or
confusing, don't give up. Our King can be trusted. When obedience is 
difficult, stay close to Jesus.



DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.
How is Jesus like a king? What makes Jesus different from other 
kings?

Why do you think it was difficult for people to obey Jesus when he was 
on earth? Why is it difficult for people to obey Jesus now?

NOW WHAT?

STORY | Talk about a time obedience was difficult for you.

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or 
student to tell a story) about a time when following Jesus was difficult, 
but decided to stick close to Him anyway. This could be a time when you 
struggled with a specific sin, or had questions about God, or life got 
difficult. Share why obedience was difficult, why and how you were 
tempted to walk away from Jesus, what made you stay close to Him, and 
why you're glad you did.

OBEDIENCE CAN BE DIFFICULT

Following Jesus and His teachings really can be difficult sometimes.
While obeying human rulers can be difficult because we don't always
trust them or their leadership, obeying Jesus' can be difficult because
He asks us to do things that are so different from what we want to do.

OBEDIENCE IS A COMMITMENT
Commitment is hard for a lot of us, but that's exactly what
Jesus challenges us to do.



When Jesus challenges us to follow Him, He doesn't mean,
"Say you believe in me once and then hardly think about it
again." He's challenging us to fully commit to following in His
footsteps and letting God change everything about our lives.

OBEDIENCE SHOWS LOVE
Loving God is about so much more than our feelings. It's a
choice we can make (or not make).
When Jesus tells us to follow Him, He's asking us to show we
love Him, just like He loves us. Throughout Scripture, you can
see Jesus saying that if we love Him, we should follow His
instructions.

OBEDIENCE REVEALS OUR HEART
Obeying Jesus shouldn't be about what we "should" do or
"have to" do, but about what "get to" do. Remember, He's not
like normal kings. King Jesus doesn't just want your blind
obedience — He cares about your heart.
Obeying Jesus isn't a to-do list. It's an adventure. It will
sometimes not be easy, but Jesus told us He wouldn't leave
us alone on the journey.

DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.

What’s one area of your life where you struggle to obey Jesus? Why is 
that so difficult for you?
Even when obeying Jesus is difficult, why is it still worth it?

REFLECTION | Close To Jesus

There's an interesting relationship between obeying God and being
close to God.



When we obey God, we actually get closer to God and become
more like Jesus. Obedience is what we do, and closeness is what
we get.
But when we're struggling to obey God, trusting and staying close
to Jesus makes obedience feel more possible. Staying close to
Jesus is what we do, and obedience is what we get.

INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, purchase crown-shaped 
wooden cut-outs for every student. Place one under each chair, along 
with a fine-tipped permanent marker.
For the next few moments, I want you to think about an area of your life
where it's difficult to obey God.

Maybe you're struggling to obey because you're confused about
God's instructions, or you're doubting God's way is best, or you're
just struggling to do what you know God has told us to do.
Whatever it is, write it down on that crown beneath your chair. You
could write just a word or two, or you could write a whole prayer.
While you're writing, talk to God about why it's so difficult to obey
and ask for help. You're not being disobedient by telling God you're
struggling. You're being real. You're staying close to Jesus, even
when obedience is difficult.

DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.
Read John 14:23. How can staying close to Jesus help us to be more 
obedient? How can being obedient help us stay close to Jesus?
What’s one step you can take this week to stay close to Jesus?

MUSIC | Worship

In the last few weeks, we've met a lot of kings.

https://geni.us/n7mYO


There was Saul, who lost his crown because he disobeyed God.
There was David, who learned his mistakes needed to be made
right.
There was Absalom, whose arrogance led to his own destruction.
And there was Solomon, who knew he couldn't lead without God's
wisdom.

We've seen a lot of kings rise and fall throughout this series, but we're
ending this conversation today by focusing on our forever King. He's
the King who . . .

Loved us before we ever knew Him.
Protects and defends us.
Give us peace.
Brings true justice.
Will never fail us.
And whose Kingdom is unlike anything we've ever seen.

When following Him gets hard, remember — when obedience is 
difficult, stay close to Jesus. Let's do that right now by worshiping Him
together.
INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead students in worship with any songs you 
like best, but here are a few songs that go along with this month’s series. 
Make sure you have purchased any licenses required to play or perform 
these songs. For more information, read this!

Still On the Throne" (Mitch Wong)
"God of Israel" (Maverick City Music)
"King of Kings" (Hillsong Worship)
"Yahweh" (Maverick City Music)
"There Is No Higher Name" (Common Hymnal)
"Throne Room" (Erica Violet)
"The King We Want" (Stephen McWhirter)
"Follow You Anywhere" (Passion)
"Jesus Is Our King" (The Collective KC)
"Only Jesus" (Limitless Worship)
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