
ROYALS
WEEK 2 (HYBRID)

BIG IDEA
When you think you know best, be humble

instead.

BIBLE
II Samuel 15:1-14, 18:1-15, 31-33; Matthew

23:12; I Peter 5:5-6

WHAT?

VIDEO | Lebron James Postgame Interview

It's a little weird to insist you're the best when you've just lost, but
there's a guy who goes by the name of "King James" who once did just
that. After a major loss for the Cleveland Cavaliers, here's what he said.
INSTRUCTIONS: As a teaching tool, play a short clip from a video like 
this one (1:13-1:20) of Lebron James calling himself the best basketball 
player in the world. For more information on how to legally use 
copyrighted material for educational purposes, read this!
It takes some serious confidence to say you're the best immediately
after a loss. Some of you might say he's right. Some of you might say
he's arrogant. But either way, you and I might get ourselves into trouble
if we walked around with an attitude like Lebron's. Most of the time,
that kind of attitude doesn't get you respect or friends. It gets you
labeled as arrogant.
Maybe you don't walk around telling people you're the best, but
arrogance can show up in other ways, like . . .

Thinking your opinions are always right.
Refusing to admit you could be wrong.
Thinking you deserve credit, respect, or certain positions and
opportunities.

https://growcurriculum.org/IFeelConfidentLebronJames
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright


Always trying to be in charge.
Believing you know best, even when you don't.

DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.
What’s something you know a lot about? Tell us something about it?

What is the difference between being confident in what you know and 
being a know-it-all?

SO WHAT?

STORY | Talk about a time when you thought you knew best (but you didn't).

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or 
student to tell a story) when you were really confident your opinion, 
knowledge, or understanding of a situation was right — until you found 
out it wasn't. Emphasize how confident you were that you knew best. 
Then share what happened when you were confronted with the fact that 
you were wrong.
There are a lot of reasons why we might think we know best, even when
we don't. Maybe it's because we're . . .

Misinformed.
Missing some important information.
Still young! Don't hear me say adults always know better than you
just because they're older — I'm just saying as we gain more
experience and wisdom, we often realize some things aren't as
simple as we once thought they were.



DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.
Think about a time when you disagreed with an adult about who was 
right. What was the disagreement about?

OBJECT LESSON | The Crown

Last week, we started a new series about some famous kings in
Scripture.

So far, we've talked about King David and the mistakes he made
when he was in charge.
Today I want to introduce you to a second person. He never
actually became king, but he sure tried.

INSTRUCTIONS: Building on your object lesson from Week 1, reveal the 
second crown in your collection. Pick it up whenever you talk about 
royalty or Absalom's rebellion. When you get to the part of the story 
where Absalom dies, either crush the crown or discard it and leave the 
pillow empty for the rest of the series.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE KINGS

Around 3,000 years ago, the nation of Israel got its first king.
For a long time, Israel didn't have an official human ruler because
it was led by God.
But eventually, the Israelites decided they knew better than God
did and demanded a king. They wanted a human leader to rule
them, just like all the other nations had.
So God gave the Israelites what they asked for.

First there was King Saul, whose crown passed to David when Saul
disobeyed God.

God chose David to wear the crown, wield the power, and care for



God's people. And David did — for a while.
Eventually, David got sidetracked and used his power as king to
hurt people, instead of lead and protect people.
David's mistakes had big consequences. One of those
consequences: David's relationship with his son, Absalom wasn't
great.

Here's what you need to know about Absalom:
He was David's third son, which meant he was in line for the
throne, but wasn't next in line.
He was really good-looking.
Everyone loved him.
He was even called "flawless."

SCRIPTURE | II Samuel 15:1-14

But all of that wasn't enough for Absalom. Maybe his good looks and
popularity went to his head, because Absalom wanted more. He wanted
the crown.
INSTRUCTIONS: Read or summarize II Samuel 15:1-14.
Absalom was so convinced he could be a better king than David that he
decided to take the kingdom by force.

First, he surrounded himself with chariots, horses, and soldiers so
he'd seem impressive to the people and intimidating to his father.
Then he got sneaky. He gave himself a position of authority and
began listening to people's needs — not to serve them, but to
cause trouble.
Then he began to turn people away from King David. He stirred up
dissatisfaction with the king's leadership by telling people David
wouldn't listen to them, but if he were king, he would.
Then he got manipulative. He used his looks, charm, and
personality to appeal to the people of Israel. But once again,
Absalom didn't do this out of love for them, but out of arrogance
and a hunger for power.

It's no surprise Absalom gained the support of the masses. He was
clever (and cute). When the last pieces of his conspiracy finally came



together, he made his final move.
Absalom gathered 200 men and David's advisor to go with him to
a place called Hebron, which was the very center of David's
kingdom. There, Absalom began his rebellion.
King David, convinced of the hopelessness of his cause and
anxious to spare the city from destruction, fled and began
preparing to meet his son in battle.

SCRIPTURE | II Samuel 18:1-15, 31-33

Let's take a look at what happened when David and Absalom's armies
finally confronted each other.
INSTRUCTIONS: Read or summarize II Samuel 18:1-15, 31-33.
This story is heartbreaking. In the mess, we see a glimpse of David's
character, which is completely unlike Absalom's.

David sought to protect Absalom when he was alive and mourned
him in his death.
But Absalom's arrogance and selfishness caused pain and death
for others and himself.

Absalom's pride convinced him he knew best. He thought he could be a
better king than David and convinced himself he deserved it. But
Absalom never stopped to consider that maybe . . .

He wasn't ready.
He was missing something.
There would be consequences he'd regret.
There was a reason God chose David to be king instead of him.
It's not a great idea to try to overthrow God's plans.

DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.



Why do you think Absalom wanted to be in charge? Have you ever felt 
that way?
Absalom thought he knew best, but what do you think he didn’t know?

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 23:12

So what could Absalom have done instead? He could have chosen
humility. "Humility" isn't thinking badly of yourself or denying you have
any awesome skills or qualities. Humility is . . .

Thinking of yourself less often.
Knowing you don't know everything.
Being willing to learn or be corrected.

There's a moment in Scripture when Jesus tries to help His disciples
understand this.
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 23:12.
I'm guessing you've never tried to "exalt" yourself by overthrowing a
kingdom, but be honest. Like Absalom, have you ever been a little
blinded by your own confidence, self-centeredness, or pride? Yeah, me
too. So here's some advice for next time: when you think you know 
best, be humble instead.

NOW WHAT?

HOW TO BE HUMBLE

Choosing to be humble won't always be the popular choice, but it's the
best choice. It's how Jesus taught us to live, and it's what followers of
God have learned over and over again is the wisest way to live.
Just like King David got distracted by his power, Wannabe-King
Absalom got distracted by his arrogance. His confidence that he knew
best led him to do things he would never have done if he had stayed
humble.
So how can we be humble instead of arrogant?



IDENTIFY YOUR ARROGANCE: It's okay, we're all a little arrogant
sometimes. The key is being able to see when, where, and why
we're acting arrogantly so we can make a change.
THINK OF YOURSELF LESS OFTEN: The famous writer C.S. Lewis
once said a humble person "will not be thinking about humility: he
will not be thinking about himself at all." I'm not saying you need to
never think about yourself or pretend you don't exist. That's
impossible. And weird. But when you catch yourself thinking about
how awesome you are:

Think about others. Absalom only thought of others when he
could use them for his own gain. If you don't want to be like
Absalom, think about others. How might your attitude, words,
desires, or actions impact other people? Instead of helping
yourself, how can you help someone else?
Think about God. Absalom was so busy making his own self-
serving plans that he never considered what God wanted.
Instead of trying to get what you want or think is best, what
would God want or say is best? How can you be part of what
God wants, instead of trying to get God to give you what you
want?

KNOW YOU DON'T KNOW EVERYTHING: Absalom was confident
he was the right person for the throne, but there was a lot he didn't
know. It doesn't matter how old you are — you always have more
to learn. You might think you know best, but maybe you're not
ready. Maybe you're missing some information. Maybe you haven't
weighed every option. Maybe you can't foresee the consequences.
Maybe God already has a plan and you just haven't grasped it yet.
BE WILLING TO LEARN: I wonder what would have happened if
Absalom had been real with his dad and asked, "If I want to be king
someday, what do I need to know? What do I need to do?" Would
all of this have been avoided? Would David have taken Absalom
under his wing and trained him to be the next king? We'll never
know.

DISCUSSION



INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten 
students, split into groups so everyone can share. The starred questions 
are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to skip them if you're 
working only with middle schoolers.

Do you think it’s possible to be confident and humble at the same 
time? What would that look like?

Read I Peter 5:5-6. What are some ways we can humble ourselves 
when we think we know best?
What’s something you’re going to do this week to choose humility?

REFLECTION | Confident and Humble

Absalom had the "confidence" thing down, but he was missing the
"humility" thing. The secret is to find a balance.

BE CONFIDENT: If you really are the best basketball player in the
world (like Lebron), or you're super good-looking and charming
(like Absalom), humility doesn't mean denying those things are
true. You can recognize what's great about you and be confident in
the skills, knowledge, experience, and insight God has given you.
But . . .
BE HUMBLE: Because no matter how much you have to be
confident about, there's still a lot God has to teach you.

When you know you've still got a ways to go, you can put yourself in a
better position to learn and grow. When you're humble, instead of
believing you know best, you're more likely to . . .

Learn something new.
Grow in your relationships with others.
Grow in your faith.
Be used by God to do something bigger than you.

INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the handouts 
provided in your Week 2 folder and place one under each seat, along with 
a pen. Encourage students to reflect on their own or with a partner, then 
write down one reason they can be confident in who they are right now (a 
gift, talent, or characteristic), one reason they should continue staying 
humble (they're young, new in their faith, still learning, or don't know all of 



God's plans), and one thing they'll do to stay humble this week (get a 
mentor, ask someone to teach them something, admit they were wrong, 
decide to learn something new, spend more time with God).
Believing we know best can blind us and put us in conflict with others
and with God. But if we can approach each moment with the knowledge
that we always have more to learn, God will use that humility to help us
grow. So this week, remember — when you think you know best, be 
humble instead.


