
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Unit 7 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Numbers 20–21

STORY POINT:  
God told His people to look at the 

bronze snake to be healed.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Proverbs 3:5-6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What does it mean to sin? To sin is to 

think, speak, or behave in any way that 
goes against God and His commands.

The Bronze Snake
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2

LEADER Bible Study
The Israelites had been wandering in the wilderness when they complained 
to Moses and to God. God had done some pretty amazing things for the 
Israelites—He rescued them from the hand of Pharaoh, He parted the 
Red Sea so they could safely cross, and He provided manna for them to 
eat. But to the Israelites, this wasn’t enough.

God disciplined them because He knew their dissatisfaction was a sign of 
a bigger issue: a heart problem, a sin problem. They stopped believing that 
God is good. In their hearts, the Israelites believed the same lie that rattled 
Eve in the garden. Maybe God isn’t interested in giving us what is best. 
Maybe He is holding out on us.

God sent venomous snakes that bit the people and killed many of them. 
The Israelites repented. They wanted Moses to ask God to take away the 
snakes.

God provided a solution. He told Moses, “Make a snake image out of 
bronze and mount it on a pole. When anyone who is bitten looks at it, he 
will recover.” 

In John 3:14, Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, 
so the Son of Man must be lifted up.” What was Jesus talking about? 
Second Corinthians 5:21 says, “He made the one who did not know sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
So Jesus invites us, “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth. For 
I am God, and there is no other” (Isa. 45:22).

As you lead your kids this week, help them understand the problem: we 
all have sinned and deserve death. Then lead them to rejoice because Jesus, 
the sinless Savior, became sin for us and was lifted up on the cross in our 
place. We must only look to and trust in Him to be saved.
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The Bronze Snake
Numbers 20–21

The Israelites did not trust God to lead them into the promised 
land, so God punished them and made them wander in the 
wilderness for 40 years. Along the way, the Israelites grumbled and 

complained. When they set up camp, they complained that 
they did not have water to drink. “Why did 

you bring us here?” they asked. “We will 
die here, and so will our animals.”

God told Moses and Aaron to 
stand in front of all the people 

and speak to a rock. God 
said water would come out 
of the rock. Moses called the 
people together, but instead 
of talking to the rock, Moses 
hit the rock two times with 
his staff. The water came out 
and the people and animals 
drank. But God was angry 

that Moses and Aaron did not 
obey His instructions or believe 

His power. So God said Moses 
and Aaron would not lead the 

Israelites into the promised land.
The Israelites continued through the 

wilderness. Moses sent messengers to ask the 
king of Edom if the Israelites could travel through his 

land. But the king of Edom replied, “No! I won’t let you go through our 
country! And if you try, we will attack you.”

So the Israelites had to travel around Edom. The journey was long, 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: When 
water comes from 
the rock, pour water 
from a pitcher into 
a cup. When God 
sends snakes, scatter 
rubber snakes on the 
floor.

• Use sound 
effects: Play 
wilderness sound 
effects as you tell 
the story. Incorporate 
water sounds and 
snake sounds.

The BIBLE Story
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The Bronze Snake
Numbers 20–21

The Israelites did not trust God to lead them into the promised 
land, so God punished them and made them wander in the 
wilderness for 40 years. Along the way, the Israelites grumbled and 

complained. When they set up camp, they complained that 
they did not have water to drink. “Why did 

you bring us here?” they asked. “We will 
die here, and so will our animals.”

God told Moses and Aaron to 
stand in front of all the people 

and speak to a rock. God 
said water would come out 
of the rock. Moses called the 
people together, but instead 
of talking to the rock, Moses 
hit the rock two times with 
his staff. The water came out 
and the people and animals 
drank. But God was angry 

that Moses and Aaron did not 
obey His instructions or believe 

His power. So God said Moses 
and Aaron would not lead the 

Israelites into the promised land.
The Israelites continued through the 

wilderness. Moses sent messengers to ask the 
king of Edom if the Israelites could travel through his 

land. But the king of Edom replied, “No! I won’t let you go through our 
country! And if you try, we will attack you.”

So the Israelites had to travel around Edom. The journey was long, 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: When 
water comes from 
the rock, pour water 
from a pitcher into 
a cup. When God 
sends snakes, scatter 
rubber snakes on the 
floor.

• Use sound 
effects: Play 
wilderness sound 
effects as you tell 
the story. Incorporate 
water sounds and 
snake sounds.

and the people continued to grumble and complain. 
“Why have you led us from Egypt to die in the wilderness?” 
they asked again. “We have no bread or water!”

God disciplined His people by sending venomous 
snakes that bit the Israelites, and many of the people 
died. Some of the people realized they had sinned by 
complaining to God, so they told Moses, “Please ask 
God to take the snakes away.”

Moses spoke to God for the people. God told Moses, 
“Make a snake image and put it on a pole. When anyone 
who is bitten looks at it, he will recover.” 

Moses made a bronze snake and mounted it on a 
pole. Whenever someone was bitten, that person looked 
at the bronze snake, and recovered.

Christ Connection: The Israelites faced a huge problem 
because of their sin. God sent snakes to punish Israel, but 
anyone who was bitten could look at the bronze snake on the 
pole and live. Because of our sin, we face a huge problem: we 
are separated from God. We deserve to die, but anyone who 
looks to Jesus on the cross and trusts in Him will live forever 
with God.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Bronze Snake
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20–21
STORY POINT: God told His people to look at the bronze snake to be 

healed.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, 

speak, or behave in any way that goes against God and His commands.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss animals they 
might be afraid of. Ask them why they are afraid of those 
animals. Ask how the kids feel about snakes. 
SAY • It’s normal to be afraid of some animals. In fact, it’s 

probably good to be afraid of animals that could 
hurt you, like a venomous bug or angry grizzly bear. 
Today we will hear about a time the people of Israel 
faced venomous snakes. How do you think they 
could be protected from the dangerous snakes?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Slithering Snake” activity page. 
Ask kids to color the snake according to the number key to 
reveal a special word.
SAY • That snake had the word faith hidden in the pattern 

of its scales! Today we will hear about a time God’s 
people needed faith to be saved from venomous 
snakes. Why do you think they faced snakes? How 
do you think faith could save them? We’ll see!

• “Slithering Snake” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Think fast
Instruct the kids to form pairs. One kid will hold his hands 
out flat, palms facing up. The other will place her hands 
on top of his, also flat, but with her palms facing down. 
Her partner’s goal is to move quickly and tap the backs of 
her hands with his hands. Her goal is to react quickly and 
move her hands before he can tap them. If he succeeds, they 
switch roles and play again. Otherwise, he will keep trying. 
SAY • You had to react quickly to avoid losing. In a way, 

it’s like trying to dodge a snakebite! Snakes can 
strike quickly, and their bites can be very dangerous. 
Today we will hear about a time God’s people faced 
dangerous snakes that were biting them! We’ll learn 
more soon.

OPTION 2: Snakebite
Instruct the kids to stand in a circle. Secretly choose one 
kid to be the snake. When you say go, kids will move 
about, shaking hands with one another. The kid who is 
the snake will shake hands normally with other kids, but 
he will choose one kid to shake hands with while tucking 
his index finger down towards his palm. The kid who feels 
this special handshake will wait a few seconds and then 
collapse. Remaining kids will try to guess who is the snake. 
If they are successful, reset and pick a new snake. Otherwise 
continue playing with each victim sitting out. 
SAY • That was a fun game, but real snakebites would 

not be fun. Today we will learn about a time God 
provided a way to save people from snakes.

Transition to teach the story

Tip: Remind the 
kids to tap gently. 
The goal is to be 
quick, not hurt one 
another.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing scrubs.]
LEADER • Hey there! Welcome back to the teaching 

hospital. I have two exciting stories to share with 
you today. The first has to do with a patient I treated 
yesterday.

A young man who often does yard work for people 
in my neighborhood was bitten by a snake! Thanks 
to some quick thinking on his part, he was able to 
get a picture of the snake before it slithered away so 
doctors could identify it. Then he carefully moved 
away from where he found it and called 911 to get 
an ambulance. 

When he arrived here, he showed us the picture, 
so we knew he needed anti-venom that works 
against copperhead snake venom. We were so glad 
when it became clear he would make a full recovery! 
Delivering good news is always nice. 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Bronze Snake
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20–21
STORY POINT: God told His people to look at the bronze snake to be 

healed.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, 

or behave in any way that goes against God and His commands.
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The other story is from the Bible, and I thought 
of it because of the young man who was bitten by 
the snake. In our story today we will learn about 
a time the people of Israel were dealing with some 
venomous snakes, too. I’ll tell you more.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Remember our big picture question? I’ll say it 
once, then you say it with me. Ready? What does it 
mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in 
any way that goes against God or His commands. 
Now you say it with me: What does it mean to sin? 
To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way that 
goes against God or His commands. Great job. That 
means that sin is more than just what we do. Sin 
affects every part of our lives and makes it impossible 
for us to please God on our own.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Last week we talked about the people of Israel as 

they drew near to the promised land. God wanted 
them to trust Him and move into the land. Joshua 
and Caleb trusted God to give His people the 
promised land, but 10 of the scouts sent into the 
land did not trust God and, as a result, the people 
were afraid to obey God’s command to enter the 
land. This week, we will learn about another time 
when God’s people did not trust Him. As usual, the 
results of their sin were disastrous. Our story is called 
“The Bronze Snake.”

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Numbers 20–21. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “The Bronze Snake.”
LEADER • It’s interesting to me that the Israelites, who 

refused to enter the good land God promised, were 
blaming God and Moses for leading them aimlessly 
through the wilderness. The people had a chance to 
move out of the wilderness and into the land with 
good food to eat, but they were too afraid! Their 
wandering in the wilderness was their own fault—a 
direct result of their previous sin.

It was wrong for them to say and think the things 
they did. Accusing God of giving them bad food 
or of trying to get them killed in the wilderness is a 
form of blasphemy. Blasphemy is saying or believing 
untrue and dishonoring things about God. As you 
might have guessed, blasphemy is sin. What does it 
mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in 
any way that goes against God or His commands.

God disciplined His people for their sin by sending 
snakes into the camp to bite them. But God didn’t 
just discipline them, He also provided a way for 
them to be saved. God told His people to look at 
the bronze snake to be healed. Even when giving 
them the hard consequences they deserved, God 
also showed them mercy by giving them a way to be 
healed. This story is a clear reminder of the way God 
showed us mercy through Jesus.

Christ connection
LEADER • The Israelites faced a huge problem because 

• Bibles
• “The Bronze Snake” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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of their sin. God sent snakes to punish Israel, but 
anyone who was bitten could look at the bronze 
snake on the pole and live. Because of our sin, we 
face a huge problem: we are separated from God. We 
deserve to die, but anyone who looks to Jesus, who 
was hung on the cross, and trusts in Him will live 
forever with God.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 7, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why God may not heal every 
sickness right away. Guide them to discuss when God will 
get rid of all sickness, and how we can be a part of that.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Play the “OneCup (Part 1)” missions video. 
LEADER • Dirty water is a big problem in East Asian 

villages. God cares about our physical needs as well as 
our spiritual need to be saved from sin through faith 
in Jesus. That’s why missionaries go to places to meet 
physical needs and tell about Jesus. Morgan Grace 
and her team went to tell others about Jesus and help 
provide for their physical needs. It’s like our story. 
God told His people to look at the bronze snake 
to be healed, and when we look to Jesus, He forgives 
our sin.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Proverbs 3:5-6. Then sing “Trust!”
LEADER • Our key passage is a great reminder that trusting 

God is the only way to be led away from sin. When 

• “Unit 7, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• “OneCup (Part 1)” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “Trust!” song
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we trust in our own strength and knowledge to be 
righteous, we make sinful choices that dishonor God. 
When we trust in God, He forgives our sin and gives 
us hearts that can follow Him in loving obedience.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s sing together!
Sing together “Walking by Your Side.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, You are good and You are merciful to us. 

We know that we deserve punishment for sin, but 
You sent Jesus to make the way for us to be forgiven. 
Thank You for sending Jesus to die for us. Help us 
trust You and lovingly obey Your good commands. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Walking by Your 
Side” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Bronze Snake
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20–21
STORY POINT: God told His people to look at the bronze snake to be 

healed.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, 

or behave in any way that goes against God and His commands.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Say the key passage using the hand motions you developed 
in the week prior. Then draw a pole on the board and allow 
the kids to write the key passage in order around the pole so 
that it looks like a snake.
SAY • Our key passage is a reminder that God knows 

everything and can be trusted. When we trust in 
Him with our whole heart, He leads us to Jesus. Jesus 
saves us from sin and teaches us to lovingly obey 
God. On the other hand, when we trust in ourselves, 
we wander from God and make sinful choices. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them use the table 
of contents to find Numbers 20–21. Remind them that 
Numbers is part of the Law, which is the first five books of 
the Bible. Teach them that Moses wrote the Law, but God 
inspired Moses with exactly the right words to write down. 
Talk about the different divisions in the Bible and remind 
the kids that the divisions help us to categorize what the 
Bible teaches. You may choose to invite a volunteer to read 
part of the Bible passage. 

• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase board or 

chalkboard
• dry erase marker or 

chalk

Tip: It may help 
younger writers if 
you draw blanks for 
kids to fill, or for 
an adult to write 
the words as the 
kids say them.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster

34 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 2

© 2018 LIfeWay



Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What were the Israelites complaining about? (the food 

that God had provided them, Num. 21:5)
2. What did God do to punish His people for their sin? 

(sent snakes to bite them, Num. 21:6)
3. What did God tell Moses to do when the people 

repented of their sin? (Make a bronze snake and put it 
on a pole, Num. 21:8-9)

4. Why was it sin to complain against God? Guide the 
kids to discuss the fact that God had proven Himself 
faithful time and time again. God had promised good 
things to His people and met all their physical needs. 
Complaining against God was the same as accusing 
Him of being unfaithful or uncaring.

5. When do we grumble or complain against God? 
Guide kids to see that there are many ways we express 
ungratefulness toward God or distrust of God. Whenever 
we grumble or complain, it’s like saying “God isn’t doing 
the right things in my life” or “I know what is best for 
me better than God does.”

6. How is the bronze snake a picture of God’s mercy? 
Guide the kids to see that people bit by the venomous 
snakes did not have to do anything to be saved; when 
they looked at the bronze snake, it showed they trusted 
God to save them. In a way that points us to Jesus, who 
was hung on a cross to take the punishment we deserved. 
When we trust in Him, God saves us. 

SAY • God told His people to look at the bronze snake 
to be healed. Everyone who trusted God by looking 
at the bronze snake was healed. In a way, that’s like 
Jesus. We cannot earn salvation, it is a gift of God. 
We can trust that Jesus died to save us.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Water filters
Make a water filter with your group and 

demonstrate how it can remove things from water. Cut a 
two-liter bottle in half and place the top half upside down 
into the bottom half, like a funnel. Place a layer of paper 
towels in the bottom of the top half and then place a layer 
of gravel, then a layer of sand, and a layer of cotton balls. 
Then, you can pour dirty water into the top. It will filter 
through the layers and come out cleaner on the other side. 
You can make your own “dirty water” by mixing a few 
tablespoons of flour and some ground black pepper. Note: 
this only filters the water of debris; it will not kill or remove 
waterborne pathogens that can cause sickness. Filtered water 
would still need to be boiled to be sure it is safe. 
SAY • Just like this water filter made the dirty water clean, 

God sent His Son, Jesus, to take away our sin. 
Knowing this good news is a huge blessing! Morgan 
Grace and her team visited villages in East Asia 
where many people didn’t know this good news until 
Christians came to deliver water filters. Let’s pray 
that the people who heard the gospel will look to 
Jesus for forgiveness and eternal life with Him. And 
remember, you can live on mission too by telling 
your friends and family about the good news of Jesus 
and showing them His love.

OPTION 2: Look and be saved
Play a variation of freeze tag. In the first round, explain that 
any kid who is frozen must remain frozen for the rest of the 
game. After playing for a few minutes, play a second round 
where one kid holds up a pool noodle. Any kid who is 

• two-liter bottle
• paper towels
• gravel
• sand
• cotton balls
• dirty water

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• pool noodle
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tagged can look to the pool noodle and rejoin the game.
SAY • God told His people to look at the bronze snake 

to be healed. They did not have to earn the healing 
God offered, they only had to trust in God that He 
would heal them when they looked at the bronze 
snake. In a way, that’s like salvation through Jesus. 
We are sinners in need of salvation. The Bible teaches 
us we cannot earn salvation! Instead, when we trust 
in the salvation God provides through Jesus, He saves 
us from sin.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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