
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Unit 7 • Session 2

Unit 7 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Numbers 20–21

STORY POINT:  
God told His people to look at the 

bronze snake to be healed.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Proverbs 3:5-6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What does it mean to sin? To sin is to 

think, speak, or behave in any way that 
goes against God and His commands.

The Bronze Snake
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2

LEADER Bible Study
The Israelites had been wandering in the wilderness when they complained 
to Moses and to God. God had done some pretty amazing things for the 
Israelites—He rescued them from the hand of Pharaoh, He parted the 
Red Sea so they could safely cross, and He provided manna for them to 
eat. But to the Israelites, this wasn’t enough.

God disciplined them because He knew their dissatisfaction was a sign of 
a bigger issue: a heart problem, a sin problem. They stopped believing that 
God is good. In their hearts, the Israelites believed the same lie that rattled 
Eve in the garden. Maybe God isn’t interested in giving us what is best. 
Maybe He is holding out on us.

God sent venomous snakes that bit the people and killed many of them. 
The Israelites repented. They wanted Moses to ask God to take away the 
snakes.

God provided a solution. He told Moses, “Make a snake image out of 
bronze and mount it on a pole. When anyone who is bitten looks at it, he 
will recover.” 

In John 3:14, Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, 
so the Son of Man must be lifted up.” What was Jesus talking about? 
Second Corinthians 5:21 says, “He made the one who did not know sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
So Jesus invites us, “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth. For 
I am God, and there is no other” (Isa. 45:22).

As you lead your kids this week, help them understand the problem: we 
all have sinned and deserve death. Then lead them to rejoice because Jesus, 
the sinless Savior, became sin for us and was lifted up on the cross in our 
place. We must only look to and trust in Him to be saved.
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The Bronze Snake
Numbers 20–21

The Israelites did not trust God to lead them into the promised 
land, so God punished them and made them wander in the 
wilderness for 40 years. Along the way, the Israelites grumbled and 

complained. When they set up camp, they complained that 
they did not have water to drink. “Why did 

you bring us here?” they asked. “We will 
die here, and so will our animals.”

God told Moses and Aaron to 
stand in front of all the people 

and speak to a rock. God 
said water would come out 
of the rock. Moses called the 
people together, but instead 
of talking to the rock, Moses 
hit the rock two times with 
his staff. The water came out 
and the people and animals 
drank. But God was angry 

that Moses and Aaron did not 
obey His instructions or believe 

His power. So God said Moses 
and Aaron would not lead the 

Israelites into the promised land.
The Israelites continued through the 

wilderness. Moses sent messengers to ask the 
king of Edom if the Israelites could travel through his 

land. But the king of Edom replied, “No! I won’t let you go through our 
country! And if you try, we will attack you.”

So the Israelites had to travel around Edom. The journey was long, 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: When 
water comes from 
the rock, pour water 
from a pitcher into 
a cup. When God 
sends snakes, scatter 
rubber snakes on the 
floor.

• Use sound 
effects: Play 
wilderness sound 
effects as you tell 
the story. Incorporate 
water sounds and 
snake sounds.

The BIBLE Story
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The Bronze Snake
Numbers 20–21

The Israelites did not trust God to lead them into the promised 
land, so God punished them and made them wander in the 
wilderness for 40 years. Along the way, the Israelites grumbled and 

complained. When they set up camp, they complained that 
they did not have water to drink. “Why did 

you bring us here?” they asked. “We will 
die here, and so will our animals.”

God told Moses and Aaron to 
stand in front of all the people 

and speak to a rock. God 
said water would come out 
of the rock. Moses called the 
people together, but instead 
of talking to the rock, Moses 
hit the rock two times with 
his staff. The water came out 
and the people and animals 
drank. But God was angry 

that Moses and Aaron did not 
obey His instructions or believe 

His power. So God said Moses 
and Aaron would not lead the 

Israelites into the promised land.
The Israelites continued through the 

wilderness. Moses sent messengers to ask the 
king of Edom if the Israelites could travel through his 

land. But the king of Edom replied, “No! I won’t let you go through our 
country! And if you try, we will attack you.”

So the Israelites had to travel around Edom. The journey was long, 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: When 
water comes from 
the rock, pour water 
from a pitcher into 
a cup. When God 
sends snakes, scatter 
rubber snakes on the 
floor.

• Use sound 
effects: Play 
wilderness sound 
effects as you tell 
the story. Incorporate 
water sounds and 
snake sounds.

and the people continued to grumble and complain. 
“Why have you led us from Egypt to die in the wilderness?” 
they asked again. “We have no bread or water!”

God disciplined His people by sending venomous 
snakes that bit the Israelites, and many of the people 
died. Some of the people realized they had sinned by 
complaining to God, so they told Moses, “Please ask 
God to take the snakes away.”

Moses spoke to God for the people. God told Moses, 
“Make a snake image and put it on a pole. When anyone 
who is bitten looks at it, he will recover.” 

Moses made a bronze snake and mounted it on a 
pole. Whenever someone was bitten, that person looked 
at the bronze snake, and recovered.

Christ Connection: The Israelites faced a huge problem 
because of their sin. God sent snakes to punish Israel, but 
anyone who was bitten could look at the bronze snake on the 
pole and live. Because of our sin, we face a huge problem: we 
are separated from God. We deserve to die, but anyone who 
looks to Jesus on the cross and trusts in Him will live forever 
with God.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Bronze Snake
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20–21
STORY POINT: God told His people to look at the bronze snake to be 

healed.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, 

speak, or behave in any way that goes against God and His commands.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to identify a few things 
they have complained about this week. Did they ever get in 
trouble for complaining?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Bronze Snake” on the activity page. 
Guide kids to use the letters in the words BRONZE SNAKE 
to spell words that match the given definitions.
SAY • Bronze is a metal that was used for many things 

in Bible times, including weapons, tools, cooking 
utensils, and statues. In the Bible story we will hear 
today, Moses made a snake out of bronze and put it 
on a pole. We’ll find out why.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Sound effects game
Instruct kids to stand in a circle. Point to one kid to go first. 
Explain that you are going to say the name of something, 
and the first player should make a sound effect for that 

• “Bronze Snake” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• index cards (optional)
• marker
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thing. Continue around the circle, giving each kid a turn. 
Encourage creativity; there are no wrong responses!

Begin by naming something simple, such as a cat. 
Continue for each player, increasing the creative difficulty as 
kids get more comfortable with participating. Include these 
suggestions: train, fireworks, baseball game, door opening and 
slamming shut, thunderstorm, snakes, people seeing snakes. 
SAY • You sure wouldn’t want to hear me scream if I saw a 

snake! In the Bible story we will hear today, God’s 
people saw snakes that probably made them scream. 
We’ll find out what was going on.

OPTION 2: Skin the snake
Form two groups of kids. Guide each group to stand in a 
line and hold hands. Place a hula hoop around the head and 
shoulder of the first person in each line. Groups must work 
together to get the hula hoop from one end of the line to 
the other without letting go of their hands.

If needed, play a practice round as kids figure out how to 
move their bodies through the hoop and to the next player. 
The group to move the hoop down the line first wins.
SAY • Have you ever seen a snake up close? There are more 

than 3,000 species of snakes in the world, and about 
600 species are venomous. A venomous snakebite 
can be deadly. If you are bitten by a snake today, 
you would go to the hospital for treatment. But 
thousands of years ago, hospitals weren’t all over the 
place like they are today. Listen to our Bible story 
today to find out how some people were healed after 
being bitten by snakes.

Transition to teach the story

• hula hoops, 2
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing medical scrubs. He or she carries a 
clipboard and a Bible.]
LEADER • Hello there! Welcome back! And if this is your 

first time, it’s nice to meet you! My name is [your 
name]. As I explained last week, this is a teaching 
hospital! Students work alongside doctors and nurses 
to receive hands-on training. We are preparing the 
next generation of hospital staff.

Most days, the students go home with some great 
stories to tell. Just yesterday, several students got to 
observe the treatment of a patient who came in with 
two snakebites! It was pretty wild, but our doctors 
treated him with anti-venom and he made a full 
recovery.

You’re here at just the right time. My break is 
starting, and I really want to share a Bible story with 
you. In fact, if you come back each week, I’ll share 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• clipboard
• Bible

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Bronze Snake
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20–21
STORY POINT: God told His people to look at the bronze snake to be 

healed.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, 

or behave in any way that goes against God and His commands.

28 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 2

© 2018 LIfeWay



more stories with you! Are you ready to get started? 
[Pause for responses.] Great!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Does anyone remember the big picture question 
we asked last week? [Allow kids to respond.] That’s 
right. Our big picture question is, What does it 
mean to sin? If you remember the answer, say it with 
me: To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way 
that goes against God and His commands.

Let’s read this together. [Display the big picture 
question poster and guide kids to read it aloud.] The 
Bible says that everyone has sinned. We need a 
Savior! As you listen to our Bible story, see if you can 
notice how God’s people sinned against Him.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Do you remember where the Israelites were 

headed after they left Egypt? (the promised land) 
They camped at Mount Sinai, where God made 

a covenant with His people. He gave them laws 
to guide them in how to live and to help them 
understand His perfect holiness. They made it to 
the edge of the promised land. All they had to do 
was trust God and take over the land! Is that what 
happened? (no) 

Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His 
people the promised land, but we saw last time that 
the other Israelites did not trust God. God said that 
instead of entering the promised land, the Israelites 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline
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would wander in the desert for 40 years. The people’s 
children would enter the promised land, but the 
people who refused to trust God would not. Today’s 
Bible story is about an event that happened while 
God’s people were in the wilderness. Check it out. 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Numbers 20–21. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “The Bronze Snake.”
LEADER • The Israelites wandered in the wilderness as 

punishment for not trusting God. They grumbled 
that they did not have water to drink. They 
complained that the food they had was no good. 
They accused Moses of leading them out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness.

The Israelites sinned by complaining to God. They 
did not trust Him to take care of them. What does it 
mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in 
any way that goes against God and His commands. 
Some of the people realized they had sinned by 
complaining to God, so they told Moses, “Please ask 
God to take the snakes away.” 

Moses did, and God told His people to look at 
the bronze snake to be healed. God punished the 
Israelites by sending venomous snakes, but He did 
not stop loving them. God showed them mercy and 
provided the way for the people to be healed. 

Christ connection
LEADER • The Israelites faced a huge problem because 

of their sin. God sent snakes to punish Israel, but 

• Bibles
• “The Bronze Snake” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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anyone who was bitten could look at the bronze 
snake on the pole and live. 

In John 3:14, Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must 
be lifted up.” What was Jesus talking about? God put 
Jesus in the position of the snake; Jesus was lifted 
high on the cross. So Jesus invites us, “Turn to me 
and be saved, all the ends of the earth. For I am God, 
and there is no other” (Isa. 45:22).

Because of our sin, we face a huge problem: we are 
separated from God. We deserve to die, but anyone 
who looks to Jesus on the cross and trusts in Him 
will live forever with God.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 7, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why God might not heal every 
illness. Guide them to discuss how we can show others that 
our faith is in Jesus.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • God provided a way for the Israelites to 
be healed. God cares about hurting bodies, but He 
cares most about saving us from our sin. That’s why 
Morgan Grace went on a mission trip with her mom 
to East Asia. Watch this video to see how God used 
her team to meet the needs of the people there. 

Show the “OneCup (Part 1)” missions video.
LEADER • Dirty water is a big problem in East Asian 

villages, but the greatest problem is that many people 
there don’t know Jesus. Missionary teams help people 
by sharing about and showing Jesus’ love. Morgan 

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 33 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 7, Session 2” 
questions from kids 
video

• “OneCup (Part 1)” 
missions video
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Grace and her team told others that anyone who 
looks to Jesus on the cross and trusts in Him will live 
forever with God.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Proverbs 3:5-6.
LEADER • In our Bible story today, the Israelites did not 

trust God to take care of them. Our key passage 
reminds us that we should trust in the Lord. His 
ways are best, and He loves us. Let’s sing our key 
passage song to work on remembering these words.

Lead boys and girls in singing the “Trust!” song.

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 103:1-4.
LEADER • The Lord is our Healer. He has the power to heal 

physical diseases, but more importantly He heals us 
from our sin. He rescues us from sin and death. Let’s 
sing and praise Him together.

Sing together “Walking by Your Side.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, thank You for the Bible. In it, we see that 

we are sinners like the Israelites. We deserve to die for 
our sin, but we see that You love us and provided the 
way for us to be healed. You sent Your Son, Jesus, to 
be lifted up on a cross. We look to Him by faith for 
our healing and salvation. Thank You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “Trust!” song

• “Walking by Your 
Side” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Bronze Snake
BIBLE PASSAGE: Numbers 20–21
STORY POINT: God told His people to look at the bronze snake to be 

healed.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, 

or behave in any way that goes against God and His commands.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading 
Proverbs 3:5-6 aloud together. If your group previously 
created motions for key words, review them as kids read the 
passage. Then instruct kids to stand in a circle. 

Remove or cover the poster and choose a kid to say the 
first word of the key passage. The kid to her left should say 
the second word, then the next kid will say the third word, 
and so on around the circle until kids say the entire passage. 
Repeat if time allows.
SAY • Great! Keep working to memorize our key passage. 

Memorizing Scripture helps us remember what is 
true about God and about ourselves. We’ll see next 
week if anyone can say Proverbs 3:5-6 from memory.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Numbers 20. Explain that today’s Bible story comes from 
Numbers 20–21. Remind kids that the Book of Numbers 
is in the Old Testament Law division of the Bible. The Law 
is made up of the first five books of the Bible. Challenge 
kids to name the five books of the Bible. (Genesis, Exodus, 

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)
SAY • As punishment for rebelling against God by refusing 

to enter the promised land, then Israelites spent 
40 years wandering in the wilderness. [Point to the 
area south of Canaan (H9) on the Old Testament 
Mediterranean Map.]

Even though God continually provided for them, 
the Israelites kept complaining. God disciplined 
His people by sending venomous snakes that bit the 
Israelites, and many of the people died.

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why did God send snakes to bite the Israelites? 

Lead kids to consider that the snakes were how God 
disciplined His people. He loved them and wanted to 
lead them to repent and turn back to Him. When God’s 
people realized they had sinned by complaining, God 
told Moses to make a snake image and put it on a pole. 
God told His people to look at the bronze snake 
to be healed. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Prov. 3:11-12.)

2. How does the bronze snake remind us of Jesus? 
Guide kids to recognize that Jesus was lifted up on a 
cross to die for our sins. On the third day, He rose again 
and provides the cure for sin. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 3:14.)

3. How are we like the Israelites who were bitten by 
snakes? Help kids make the connection that sin is 
deadly like a snakebite. We are all dead in our sin, and 
we can’t do anything to rescue ourselves. As Savior, Jesus 
calls us to look to Him and live. He gives us life and 
freedom from sin forever. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 45:22.)

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Filter water
Prepare “dirty” water by filling a cup with water, 

cooking oil, food color, and small pieces of paper.
Construct the filter beforehand, or demonstrate to kids 

how to make it: Cut a 2-liter soda bottle in half. Put the 
top half upside down (like a funnel) inside the bottom half. 
Layer paper towels, gravel, sand, and cotton balls in the top 
half of the bottle. Pour the dirty water in through the top 
half of the bottle. Then watch the clean water collect in the 
bottom half of the bottle.
SAY • This water filter made the dirty water clean. God sent 

His Son, Jesus, to clean our hearts and take away our 
sin. What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, 
speak, or behave in any way that goes against God 
and His commands. Many people living in East 
Asian villages that Morgan Grace visited didn’t know 
the good news about Jesus until Christians came to 
deliver water filters. Let’s pray that the people who 
heard the gospel will look to Jesus as Lord and Savior.

OPTION 2: Snake pencils toppers
Invite kids to make a snake pencil topper. Give each kid a 
chenille craft stem, beads, two googly eyes, and a pencil. 
You may choose to cut tongue shapes from red felt or 
construction paper, or provide scissors for kids to cut the 
shapes. Lead them to follow these instructions. Consider 
providing a completed craft as an example:

1. Roll one end of a stem to form an oval shape.
2. Slide beads onto the other end of the stem to 

decorate the snake’s body. Bend the other end to lock 
the beads in place.

• cup of water
• cooking oil
• food color
• paper
• empty 2-liter soda 

bottle
• scissors
• paper towels
• gravel and sand
• cotton balls

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

Note: This filter 
removes debris 
but does not make 
dirty water fit for 
drinking.

• chenille craft stems
• red felt or 

construction paper
•  scissors
• pony beads
• small googly eyes
• adhesive dots or hot 

glue gun (adult use)
• unsharpened pencils
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3. Cut a tongue shape from red felt and glue it to the 
oval. Add two googly eyes.

4. Twist the snake around the eraser end of a pencil.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, God told His people to look 

at the bronze snake to be healed. The bronze 
serpent on the pole is a picture of what happened 
later. Just like the Israelites looked at the snake on 
the pole to be healed, we look to Jesus on the cross 
for our salvation. In John 3, Jesus said that just 
like Moses lifted up the snake on the pole for the 
Israelites to be saved, Jesus would be lifted up—on 
the cross—for everyone who believes in Him to be 
saved and have eternal life.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
asking God to be with kids this week. Thank Him for 
sending His Son to be our Healer and Savior. Pray that kids 
would look to Jesus for a right relationship with God.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Look and Live” 
on the activity page. 

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Look and Live” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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