
OPENING ACTIVITIES 
Choose one or both, they will be prepped for you ahead of time. 

OPTION 1: BAG OF COURAGE 

Materials: Paper bags with different objects inside. 

Activity: Place an object in a bag without letting the child see it. Have 

the child reach their hand in to feel the object and try to guess what it 

is. Tell them how they are brave for trying it without seeing what is 

inside. You could add a little bit of excitement if the children are older 

by pretending whatever is in the bag is moving or jumping. Be sure to 

explain that this is just a game and the difference between being 

dangerous and being courageous. 

OPTION 2: DO YOU TRUST ME? 

Materials: Water, Quart-sized Ziploc Bag, three ROUND pencils. 

Prep: Fill Ziploc bag with water and seal tightly.  

Activity: Get a volunteer to hold the bag of water over their head. Tell 

them you are going to stab the bag of water with 3 pencils but they 

won’t get wet. Then ask, “DO YOU TRUST ME?” Stab the pencils one 

at a time, quick and straight. Discuss how it took courage to trust that 

the demonstration would work and that they wouldn’t get wet. 

You may want to practice this one ahead of time:) 

BIBLE VERSE 

Have I not commanded you? Be 

strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged, for 

the Lord your God will be with you 

wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 

MINISTRY 

Vennell Family 

Mission Aviation Fellowship 

HERO CODE 

God’s Heroes Have Courage 

HERO VERSE 

“Do good! Seek peace and go after 

it!” Psalm 34:14B 
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LESSON 
Courage is a difficult word because so many of us don’t really 

understand what it means. I like to say that courage does NOT mean 

that you are not afraid, courage means doing the next right thing even 

though you are afraid.  

BEGIN SLIDESHOW 

This is especially true with pilots who fly small airplanes into some of 

the most remote parts of the world. Mission Aviation Fellowship began 

with military pilots who wanted to use the skills that they had learned 

during World War II for God’s glory. They began flying missionaries 

and medicines and mail into places that were far from roads and cities, 

places where other people could not go. They flew into Ecuador in 

South America with a missionary named Jim Elliot and changed an 

entire people group and nation with their willingness to sacrifice 

themselves for Christ’s cause.  

MAF began setting up a short-wave radio network in 1952 so that 

missionaries in faraway places could radio their families back in the 

United States and so that they could reach someone when they needed 

help. MAF developed landing strips in Indonesia and throughout Africa 

so that every person could be reached with the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  

SHOW VIDEO 

Today, their airfields in Lesotho, in southern Africa, are some of the 

most remote and dangerous places in the world to fly airplanes. But 

these pilots show courage by facing their fear and using their training 

and the talents that God has given them to reach these remote outposts 

so that people can hear about Jesus, receive medical care and be carried 

out of the high mountains when there is an emergency. What would be a 

four-day trip to a hospital is only a couple of hours by airplane because 

of the courage of these brave pilots and mechanics.  

Their families are also courageous, growing up in a foreign country, 

learning new languages as children and not being able to visit 

grandparents and aunts and uncles and cousins can be very troubling to 

people, but these courageous families continue serving others in the 

name of the Lord, demonstrating His love for people through their 

actions and their lives.  

CONTINUE SLIDESHOW 
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MAF continues to serve in the most difficult places in the world, hoping 

that every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord. Pray for their safety as they risk their lives in dangerous weather 

and conditions. Please pray for their families, especially their children 

as they spend their lives in difficult places. 

MOVE ON TO DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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QUESTIONS &  

LIFE APPLICATION 
1. When is one time when you had to have courage? 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they 

were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took 

note that these men had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13  

2. Who can help you to have courage? 

Blessed are those who have regard for the weak; the Lord delivers 

them in times of trouble. Psalm 41:1  

3. How can we be friends to those who have troubles? 

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. 

1 Corinthians 16:13  

4. The Big Question: If someone stands with you, is it easier to be 

courageous? 

HANDOUTS 

If you still have time in your rotation, kids can work through the MAF 

activity pages. 
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Dumela! That’s how we in my village say “Hi!” My name is Khasela. My small 

country has lots of mountains and many sick  
. Petey flies into 

  
that are hard to reach because there are no roads leading to them. He lands 

on airstrips that often have been carved into the mountains by hand! Because 

of MAF, I survived a terrible fall from a tree. MAF flew me from my village to a 

hospital to get the help I needed. MAF also flies doctors and medicine to the health 

clinics in my country. Over 200,000  
get all their health care from the 

clinics served by MAF. The  
of Lesotho are receiving much-needed aid and 

spiritual hope thanks to the missionary pilots and  of MAF!

Put these events of my injury in order. Number the boxes 1 to 5 to show how MAF showed me 

Jesus’ love and got me the help I needed. 

Rescuing the  
Sick & Injured  

in Lesotho
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