
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Unit 8 • Session 3

Unit 8 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Joshua 10–11; 24

STORY POINT:  
God made the sun stand still and 

gave His people victory.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Deuteronomy 31:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify 
God by loving Him and obeying Him.

Taking the Land
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3

LEADER Bible Study
When Moses was the leader of Israel, God gave His people instructions 
about entering the promised land. Among those instructions was the 
command to drive out the nations living in the land of Canaan. (See 
Deut. 7.) These nations were corrupt, and God would judge them for 
their sin. (Lev. 18)

In the first battle, Israel marched around Jericho and the Lord gave them 
the city. As Israel moved to take the rest of the land, God pledged His 
presence to Joshua and reminded Israel of what He required: If you want 
to be successful in the land, you must obey Me. (See Josh. 1:7.) The 
Israelites learned from experience that disobedience to God would result 
in certain defeat, as Achan’s sin brought about their downfall during the 
battle of Ai. (Josh. 7)

During the battles the Israelites faced in Canaan, Joshua (whose name 
means “the Lord saves”) was not in charge; the Lord was. God determined 
whom Israel battled and how Israel would win. Joshua 10–11 describes 
Israel’s defeat of five kings who attacked Gibeon, an ally of Israel. 
Miraculously, God sent hailstones and stopped the sun. He gave Israel the 
victory. God was with Israel as they conquered the rest of the land. Then 
He gave His people years of peace and rest.

Help the kids you teach see the bigger picture beyond Israel’s individual 
battles against the Canaanites. God was keeping His promise to give His 
people the land. God answered the prayers of His people. He fought for 
Joshua and the Israelites, saving them and giving them victory over their 
enemies. God was glorified when His people loved and obeyed Him. 

In the same way, God is glorified today when we love and obey Him. As 
sinners, we can look to God for victory over sin and death. Jesus defeated 
sin and death by dying on the cross and rising again.
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Taking the Land
Joshua 10–11; 24

God was with His people as they entered the promised land. 
Joshua and the Israelites had defeated the cities of Jericho and Ai (AY 
igh). They made peace with their neighbors, the people of Gibeon (GIB 

ih uhn). One day, the Israelites came to a place ruled by 
five kings. The kings did not love God or 

worship Him. They had heard about 
God’s people and were afraid.

The king of Jerusalem called 
to the other four kings in the 

land. He said to them, “Help 
me attack Gibeon because it 
has made peace with Joshua 
and the people of Israel.” 
So the five kings joined 
forces and went up with all 
their armies to fight against 
Gibeon.

The men of Gibeon sent a 
message to Joshua: “Help us! 

Save us! All the kings who live in 
this land are fighting against us.” 

So Joshua and his whole army went 
to Gibeon to help them.
The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be 

afraid of the kings, for I have handed them 
over to you. Not one of them will be able to stand 

against you.”
Joshua and his army marched all night from where they were staying 

and they surprised the five kings’ armies. As the Israelites fought, God 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Emphasize 
dialogue: Each time 
you read dialogue, 
change your tone or 
position.

• Use hand 
motions: As you tell 
the story, use various 
hand motions to 
portray people calling 
for help, Israelites 
marching, and Joshua 
praying.

The BIBLE Story
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Taking the Land
Joshua 10–11; 24

God was with His people as they entered the promised land. 
Joshua and the Israelites had defeated the cities of Jericho and Ai (AY 
igh). They made peace with their neighbors, the people of Gibeon (GIB 

ih uhn). One day, the Israelites came to a place ruled by 
five kings. The kings did not love God or 

worship Him. They had heard about 
God’s people and were afraid.

The king of Jerusalem called 
to the other four kings in the 

land. He said to them, “Help 
me attack Gibeon because it 
has made peace with Joshua 
and the people of Israel.” 
So the five kings joined 
forces and went up with all 
their armies to fight against 
Gibeon.

The men of Gibeon sent a 
message to Joshua: “Help us! 

Save us! All the kings who live in 
this land are fighting against us.” 

So Joshua and his whole army went 
to Gibeon to help them.
The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be 

afraid of the kings, for I have handed them 
over to you. Not one of them will be able to stand 

against you.”
Joshua and his army marched all night from where they were staying 

and they surprised the five kings’ armies. As the Israelites fought, God 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Emphasize 
dialogue: Each time 
you read dialogue, 
change your tone or 
position.

• Use hand 
motions: As you tell 
the story, use various 
hand motions to 
portray people calling 
for help, Israelites 
marching, and Joshua 
praying.

confused the kings’ armies and helped Israel defeat their 
enemies. The five kings’ armies fled. The Lord sent hail 
from the sky to stop them.

The battle was not over. Joshua needed more time 
to fight before the sun went down. So Joshua prayed to 
God, “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and moon, over the 
valley.” The sun stood still and the moon stopped until 
Israel and Gibeon defeated the kings. The sun did not set 
for almost a full day. There has been no day like it before or 
since.

As the Israelites traveled in the promised land, they 
took over many other cities. God fought for His people 
and helped Joshua and the Israelites conquer the land 
God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

God gave the Israelites peace and rest from their 
enemies for many years. When Joshua was old, he 
reminded the Israelites about all the great things God 
had done for them. The people said, “We will worship 
the Lord, because He is our God.” Then Joshua died.

Christ Connection: Joshua’s name means “The Lord is 
salvation.” God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving 
them and giving them victory over their enemies. Sinners can 
look to God for victory over sin and death. God brought us 
salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and 
rise again.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still and gave His people victory.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about their 
favorite day of the year. Ask if kids know what day is the 
longest day of the year.
SAY • The summer solstice—usually around June 21—is 

the day when the sun passes the highest point in 
its path across the sky, so there are more hours of 
daylight than other days. In today’s Bible story, God 
actually made the sun stand still!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Battle Flag” on the activity page. 
Guide kids to design their own battle flags in the space 
provided. Allow volunteers to share their drawings.
SAY • Battle flags were common in times of conflict. 

Armies used flags to identify their group or to claim 
possession of a land. When the Israelites entered 
the promised land, they faced many battles to drive 
out the people living there. They carried banners, or 
flags, to divide up the soldiers.

• “Battle Flag” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Battle formation
SAY • As armies prepared for battle in the Bible, they would 

follow the command of their leaders for their battle 
formations, lining in up groups in specific areas. Let’s 
see how quickly you can get into the correct battle 
formations.

Explain that you will call out a number, and the kids must 
line up in groups according to that number. For example, 
if you call out “five,” kids must line up in groups of five. If 
you call out “eight,” kids must line up in groups of eight. 
As you play, call out numbers more quickly to increase the 
difficulty.
SAY • Great job with your battle formations. The faster I 

went, the more confusing it got. In today’s story, 
God used some pretty unique ways to confuse the 
enemies’ armies so His people could defeat them. 
Let’s find out what He did.

OPTION 2: Tissue paper suncatchers
Demonstrate how lay a frame facedown onto clear contact 
plastic so the sticky side shows through the center of the 
frame. Encourage kids to arrange small pieces of colored 
tissue paper into the frame’s window, creating a mosaic for 
their suncatcher. When kids finish, tape ribbon to the top 
of the frame to hang the suncatcher in a window.
SAY • The sun shining through these beautiful suncatchers 

will be a great reminder of God’s awesome power 
and love for us, especially after you hear today’s Bible 
story. Listen to see what happened to the sun.

Transition to teach the story

• small pieces of 
colored tissue paper

• 5-inch squares 
of clear contact 
plastic, 1 per kid

• 5-inch squares of 
heavyweight paper 
with the center 
cut out to create a 
frame, 1 per kid

• ribbon
• tape
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters carrying a Bible, very excited to see the kids.]
LEADER • I’m so glad you’re here! Can you believe it? I 

made it to the final round of the chess tournament! 
My strategy for round 2 worked! I made a new 
friend, and he taught me all sorts of things about 
chess—how to understand what your opponent is 
doing, how to think ahead, and more. He was so 
nice to me; I couldn’t believe it. He said he was glad 
to help because someone took the time to help him 
years ago. It was so cool that God allowed us to meet. 

But now I have to focus on this final round. Do 
you think I can win the championship? I’ve heard 
my opponent is pretty full of himself. He knows he’s 
good and acts really prideful, putting other people 
down when they make a mistake or a move he 
wouldn’t do. That makes me nervous. So I went back 
to the Book of Joshua to see what sort of strategy 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• Bible

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still and gave His people victory.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.
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God could give me for this match. I found the 
coolest story in the middle of the book.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • But let’s not forget our focus on why I’m here in 
the first place. I started this whole journey because I 
wanted to use my mind for God’s glory. So how do 
I do that? How can we glorify God? Say it loud if 
you know the answer! We can glorify God by loving 
Him and obeying Him. Let’s say both together: How 
can we glorify God? We can glorify God by loving 
Him and obeying Him.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • For round 1, my strategy came from the story of 

Joshua’s leading the Israelites into the promised land 
and how God stopped the Jordan River for them 
to cross over. For round 2, I learned from Rahab, 
the spies, and the Israelite army during the battle of 
Jericho when those walls came crashing down. For 
this final round, my strategy comes from another 
battle where God led His people to victory in a most 
unusual way. Let me explain.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Joshua 10–11; 24. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Taking the Land.”
LEADER • Confusion, hail, and the sun standing still—God 

was really showing His power and favor for His 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Taking the Land” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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people! There was no way Joshua could have ever 
caused any of that to happen by his own power or 
strength. Can you make it hail? Can you stop the 
sun? Only God can! God made the sun stand still 
and gave His people victory. God can move heaven 
and earth to help His people. The sun stayed in the 
sky all those extra hours to give Joshua and the army 
the daylight they needed to finish that battle. 

And don’t miss the fact that the Israelite army 
had marched all night before they surprised their 
enemies. You know they had to have been tired. But 
God gave them the strength they needed to keep 
fighting when, on their own, they would have just 
collapsed from exhaustion. 

God fought for His people time and time again. 
He proved to them that He is faithful to keep His 
promises. When they loved Him and obeyed Him, 
His glory went ahead of them and caused their 
enemies to run in fear. And God can still do that for 
us today.

Christ connection
LEADER • Joshua’s name means “The Lord is salvation.” 

God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving them 
and giving them victory over their enemies. Our 
greatest enemy today is sin. But sinners—that’s us—
can look to God for victory over sin and death. God 
brought us salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to 
die on the cross and rise again.

Jesus conquered our biggest enemy when He rose 
from the grave. We can love and obey Him as the 
leader of our lives who brings us the victory.

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 
115 to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make 
sure kids know 
when and where 
they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 8, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how we can feel at peace. 
Guide them to discuss some things they can do to remind 
themselves that God is in control.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Print “Mr. Ekandem’s Mission” to use for a 
movement game.
LEADER • The Bible says that God goes before us and 

promises to be with us no matter where He asks us 
to go or what He asks us to do. This was very clear 
to missionary Bennett Ekandem when he decided to 
start an after-school center for refugee children in the 
town of Clarkston, Georgia.

Point to the Bennett Ekandem photo and read the 
caption. Invite kids to stand up to play a movement game 
recounting the path God led Mr. Ekandem’s on to start the 
center. Encourage kids to listen and follow your instructions 
as you read his story.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to 
read together Deuteronomy 31:8. Challenge them to recite 
it from memory while spinning in a circle like the earth 
rotates on its axis. Then let them stop and read it while 
standing still like the sun stood still.
LEADER • God made the sun stand still and gave His 

people victory. The miracles in the Bible remind us 
of God’s great power. The same God who fought for 
Joshua and the Israelites is the same God we know 
and worship today. God promised to be with Joshua, 

• “Unit 8, Session 3” 
questions from kids 
video

• “Mr. Ekandem’s 
Mission” printable

• “Bennett Ekandem 
Photo” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “Do Not Be Afraid” 

song
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and He promises to be with us. Because of that, we 
don’t have to be afraid or discouraged.

Lead boys and girls in singing the “Do Not Be Afraid” song.

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 111:4-6.
LEADER • I suspect when the Israelite army got home 

and told what God had done for them, the people 
couldn’t stop praising God. How can we glorify 
God? We can glorify God by loving Him and 
obeying Him.

Let’s stand and sing with the same enthusiasm the 
Israelites had. Let’s worship God together for how 
He still moves in our lives.

Sing together “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for loving us more than we can 

ever imagine. Thank You for going ahead of us in 
difficult circumstances. Help us to always love You 
and obey You so that others can see You working in 
our lives. And thank You, most of all, for sending 
Your Son, Jesus, to win the victory over our sin. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still and gave His people victory.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Hold up a yellow balloon. Remind kids that God made 
the sun stand still and gave His people victory. Instruct 
kids to stand in a circle and lightly tap the balloon to pass it 
around the circle.

The first person should say the first word of the key 
passage. Then the next player will tap the balloon and 
say the next word, and so on until kids say the entire key 
passage. If the balloon drops to the floor, begin again where 
it dropped. Repeat the key passage as time allows.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Joshua 10. Explain that today’s Bible story comes from 
Joshua 10–11; 24.

Challenge kids to name the five books of the Bible that 
come before Joshua. (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy) Ask them how many they can name that 
come after Joshua. (Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, and so on)
SAY • When the Israelites entered Canaan, they fought 

many battles to take over the promised land. The 
major battle in today’s Bible story took place in 

• Key Passage Poster
• Allergy Alert
• inflated yellow 

balloon 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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Gibeon, a city north of Jerusalem. [Point on the 
Old Testament Kingdoms Map to the area between 
Jerusalem and Bethel (H4).] God made the sun stand 
still and gave His people victory.

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Joshua 10:42. Ask the 
following questions. Lead the group to discuss:

1. What did Joshua do when he needed help in the 
battle? What do you do when you need help? Lead 
kids to recall that Joshua prayed when he needed more 
time to fight before the sun went down. Encourage kids 
to share where they go for help. How often do they turn 
to God in prayer? Assure kids that we can pray to God 
anytime and anywhere. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 34:17.)

2. God gave His people victory in a physical battle. In 
what way does God give us victory? Prompt kids to 
identify our greatest enemies, sin and death. Help them 
recognize that sinners can look to God for victory over 
sin and death. People can’t save themselves. God brought 
us salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross 
and rise again. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Cor. 15:57.)

3. Does God always answer our prayers? Why or why 
not? Emphasize that we don’t see the big picture of our 
lives, but God does. He always acts according to what is 
for our good and His glory. Sometimes we need to wait 
awhile before God says yes to our prayer. Sometimes 
what is best for us is for God to say no to our request. 
Sometimes God says yes to our prayers. God loves us, and 
we can trust His perfect plans. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 145:18-19.)
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Friends of refugees
Remind kids about Mr. Ekandem and his mission 

to share the gospel with refugee families in Clarkston, 
Georgia. Explain that finding friends is one of the biggest 
needs many refugee children have. Many have left behind 
family and friends when they were forced to leave their 
country. 

Share that we can be friends to these refugees. Invite kids 
to make cards for children at Mr. Ekandem’s after-school 
center at the Family Heritage Foundation. Give kids a piece 
of cardstock and instruct them to fold it in half. 

Offer markers and pens, and instruct them to write a 
note to the refugee children. Encourage them to use this 
opportunity to share God’s love in their message. Give kids 
time to decorate their cards.
SAY • Before North American missionary Bennett Ekandem 

started an after-school center for refugee children, 
he was running from God’s plans for him. When he 
stopped running and obeyed God, he saw that God 
wanted to use him to share the gospel with people 
from many nations. God has made plans to use us in 
global mission, too. We can obey and not be afraid.

Send cards to: Family Heritage Foundation, 3895 Church St., 
Clarkston, GA 30021.

OPTION 2: Miracle news report
Form three groups of kids. Explain that each group will be 
assigned to tell one of the stories from our unit like a news 
reporter, focusing on the miracle that took place in that 
story. Each group will present to the rest of the class.

You may choose to instruct them to write and illustrate 

• cardstock
• markers
• pens
• envelopes

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• pencils or markers
• Bibles
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for a newspaper, or present as a news television show with 
someone holding up a picture of the event. Allow them to 
reference the timeline and their Bibles to recall the stories.
SAY • These stories from the Book of Joshua are definitely 

newsworthy. God made the sun stand still and gave 
His people victory!

Each group did a great job reporting their story. 
Now the real challenge is to look for ways to share 
these stories with people during the week—family, 
friends, kids at school, and so on. We can share the 
good news about what God has done.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
asking Jesus to help kids obey God’s commands. Thank 
Him for winning the battle over our enemies through Jesus. 

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Elimination” 
on the activity page. Kids should cross out words that fit 
the given clues. The remaining words will reveal today’s 
story point. 

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Elimination” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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