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THE BIG IDEA
Jesus notices you.

THE BIBLE
Luke 15:1-7; Isaiah 53:6; Psalm 139:1-18
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WEEK 1
HYBRID TEACHING GUIDE

ACTIVITY | Twisted Hide & Seek
  Today we’re starting a new series called Lost and Found. So to kick us off, we’re going to play a 

classic game of Hide and Seek — but with a twist.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Depending on the size of your group and the space you have available, you can 

either play with your entire group or have most of your group watch and cheer (or heckle) while 
just a few play. Here are a few ways to play:

  CAMOUFLAGE: Use masking tape to create a small box on the floor at the front of the 
room for your seeker to stand in. Have a few students hide somewhere in the room. 
The seeker must spot them without ever stepping outside the box.

  SARDINES: One person hides and multiple people search for them. When a seeker 
finds the hider, they must join them in their hiding spot. The game ends (and a prize is 
unlocked) when everyone is hiding together.

  TEAM HIDE AND SEEK: Split your group into two teams — hiders and seekers. 
Designate a “ jail” somewhere in your room where found hiders must go until the 
game is over. Put a time limit on each round and keep track of how many hiders your 
seekers find within the time limit. The team that finds the most hiders wins.

QUESTION | Have you ever lost something?
  Great job to all of hiders and seeker. Now that we’ve seen some of you get lost and found, I’m 

wondering, have you ever lost something? A favorite stuffed animal? An entire school project? 
Something you were about to say until it slipped your mind?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.
  There are tons of reasons why we lose things. Sometimes it’s because we’re careless. Sometimes 
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we lose things because we get distracted. And sometimes we get lost because the thing we’re 
trying to navigate (like a city or a tough math problem) are new or confusing!

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share.
  If you could get lost anywhere in the world, where would you want to get lost?
  Have you ever actually gotten lost? Tell us about it!

QUESTION | Have you ever gotten lost?
  We all know how frustrating it is to lose something we love or need, but sometimes it’s not just 

our phones or homework that get lost. Sometimes it’s us! Have you ever gotten lost? If you 
did, how did you feel?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.
  It’s kind of fun to tell these kinds of stories now, but if we’re honest, it probably wasn’t very fun in 

the moment. It’s pretty scary to be lost! 
  If your lost stuffed animal or phone had feelings, it would probably feel the same.
  Whether you wander away from your parents, take a wrong turn, or lose track of your 

friends in a crowd, it can be scary to realize you’re not sure where you are, who to ask 
for help, or how to get home again.

  For the next few weeks, we’re going to talk a lot about lost things and how they get found — but 
this won’t be a tutorial on how to find our lost stuffed animals. We’ll talk about the ways we can 
get lost, how we can help others when they’re getting lost, and how we can all get found again.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � What are some ways a person could be spiritually “lost”?
  What are some reasons why a follower of Jesus might wander away from God?

STORY | Begin a story about a time when you felt spiritually lost (Part 1).
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a personal story (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about a time 

when you felt spiritually lost. This might be a story from before you knew Jesus, but it doesn’t need 
to be. You can also share a story about a time when you were making unwise choices, feeling far 
from God, experiencing doubt, or struggling in some way. Don’t share how you found your way out 
of that experience — you’ll share that later. Instead, share what it was like to feel so lost.

  When it comes to your faith, there are a lot of reasons why you might feel lost sometimes. See, 
you and I were created to be close to the God who made and loves us. But . . . 
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  Some of us don’t know our Creator yet.
  Some of us know Jesus but we wander far away from Him by making unwise 

decisions or turning our backs on Him.
  Some of us know Jesus but we’re struggling with what we believe, with a difficult 

situation we’re in, or maybe even with our mental health.
  In all of these situations, we can feel pretty lost sometimes.

IMAGE | Your Faith Map
  INSTRUCTIONS: Take a screenshot of a Google Maps route in progress and put it on screen. For 

an extra element of fun, create a route to and from a place your students might find funny, like 
from your church to the nearest Taco Bell.

  If you drive, walk, or bike, you’ve probably used an app like this. These apps keep us from getting 
lost by . . . 

  Telling us exactly what to do and when.
  Helping us avoid roadblocks.
  Helping us avoid danger.
  Letting us know exactly how long it will take us to get to our destination.
  Automatically rerouting us when we take a wrong turn.

  Wouldn’t it be nice to have an app that did this for our whole lives? Something that . . . 
  Tells us exactly which decisions to make and when.
  Helps us avoid set-backs.
  Gives us a heads up when we’re heading toward danger.
  Letting us take a peek into the future so we don’t have to wonder what’s going to 

happen next.
  Automatically tells us what to do when we’ve made a bad decision.

  And wouldn’t it be nice if an app told us how to do that with our faith too?Because let’s be 
honest. Sometimes it’s confusing. 

  Sometimes you feel as though you’re wandering away from God, but you’re not sure 
how or why. Maybe it seems like yesterday you had an awesome relationship with 
God, but today you feel lost and far away.

  Other times, you might even feel like you’ve wandered away from your faith, and no 
one notices but you. Not even God.

  If you feel far from God for whatever reason, you might find yourself wondering, “Who screwed 
up here? Did I fail God or did God fail me? And what do I do from here?”

SCRIPTURE | Luke 15:1-2
  For the next four weeks we’re going to be looking at one chapter of the Bible — just one. 

  This chapter recounts a series of stories Jesus once told about things that were lost 
and then found. Each story communicates a different and important truth.

  These stories aren’t historical stories. They’re parables — stories Jesus made up and 
told in order to teach an important truth.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Luke 15:1-2.
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  Who are the Pharisees and why are they so mad? 
  The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were religious leaders who were super focused on 

following God’s rules — the hundreds of laws contained in Jewish Scripture.
  These laws were important and weren’t inherently bad! In fact, they were given by 

God to help God’s people stay healthy, safe, and close to God. These laws helped 
people not get lost.

  But in Jesus’ opinion, the Pharisees had taken things too far. Because they wanted 
to follow every law exactly, they became arrogant, self-righteous, and dismissive of 
people who they believed were sinful.

  The Pharisees were so obsessed with following God’s laws that they missed God’s 
heart! Jesus was often angry with the Pharisees for their lack of love, mercy, and 
compassion for others.

  To the Pharisees, Jesus always seemed to be breaking God’s rules because He would do things like 
heal people on the Sabbath day of rest or share meals with people who the Pharisees called “sinners.”

  Instead of dismissing the Pharisees for being jerks, Jesus takes the time to tell them three 
stories to help them think differently. The first one is about missing sheep.

IMAGE | The Judean Desert
  As we read this story, let me show you what some of the scenery looked like in Israel. When you 

see the Judean desert, you can get a better understanding of how a sheep might go missing — 
and how difficult it might be to find it again.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Show an image of the Judean desert while you teach, like this one.

SCRIPTURE | Luke 15:3-7
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Luke 15:3-7.
  We don’t know how this sheep wandered away from its shepherd. Maybe it got distracted or 

confused. Maybe it saw another sheep walk that way so it followed along. Maybe it was trying 
to run away. Either way, the sheep found itself far from the safety of its shepherd.

  Imagine how difficult it would be to find one lost sheep in that huge desert, filled with valleys and 
steep cliffs. It would take time, effort, and a lot of attention. If I were the shepherd, I’m not sure 
I’d be willing to put in the effort.

  But here’s what the shepherd in Jesus’ story did. 
  Even though he had one hundred sheep to take care of, he noticed when one of 

them was missing. I imagine he knew that sheep’s name too.
  Even though he knew it would be difficult, he searched for his lost sheep until he 

found it. He never gave up.
  When he found his lost sheep, Jesus didn’t say the shepherd yelled at it, made fun of 

it, or punished it. The shepherd lovingly carried it home.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 

https://www.touristisrael.com/wp-content/uploads/sand-1696383_1920-1.jpg
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skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.
  What does Jesus’ story about the lost sheep tell us about what God is like?
 � In what ways do you relate to the lost sheep in Jesus’ story?

SCRIPTURE | Isaiah 53:6
  So what does this parable mean? Who is the shepherd? Who is the sheep?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Isaiah 53:6.
  If you and I are that wandering sheep, Jesus says God is like that good shepherd — and Jesus 

is God. Because when you feel lost, Jesus notices you.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

STORY | Finish your story about a time when you felt spiritually lost (Part 2).
  INSTRUCTIONS: Return to your personal story about a time when you felt spiritually lost. This 

time, share how you found your way out of that experience. How did you find your way back to 
God? What did you learn in the process? How was Jesus like a good shepherd to you?

  Sometimes we’re all like the sheep in Jesus’ story, wandering away from the safety of God, our 
shepherd.

  Maybe we wander from God because . . . 
  We don’t know Jesus is our good shepherd in the first place! Maybe you’re out in 

the desert wandering and this is the first time you’re realizing Jesus has been calling 
you to come and be found by Him.

  We get distracted. Maybe you intended to stay close to Jesus, but there were so 
many other interesting things to do that you kind of forgot He existed. Maybe you’re 
looking up right now and wondering, “Hmm, how long have I been wandering for?”

  We get confused. It’s okay to have questions and uncertainties about following Jesus 
and those questions turn into confusion that leads us away from our shepherd. But 
our questions don’t need to lead us away from Him. In fact, our questions can bring 
us closer when we bring them to God.

  We walk away. Sometimes we walk away from our shepherd on purpose. Maybe 
you’ve turned your back on God in the past because following Jesus was too difficult, 
or you were no longer interested, or you were hurt and blamed God for it.

  Just like sheep are sheep, you and I are human. God knows we’re prone to getting lost. That’s 
why Jesus describes the good shepherd the way He does. 

  Even though God has created hundreds of billions of people, God knows each and 
every one of us by name. When you go missing, God notices. You’re not insignificant 
to your shepherd.

  Even though convincing us to come back to God is difficult, Jesus never stops 
searching for us. He never gave up on you and He never will.

  When you and I finally realize we’re lost and need help, God doesn’t yell at us, made 
fun of us, or punish us. When you need help, God celebrates and Jesus will always 
lovingly carry you home.
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  Just like the shepherd in the parable notices his missing sheep, Jesus notices you. Yes, you. 
  You, who are sitting here thinking about how far you’ve wandered and wondering 

how you are going to find your way back. Jesus notices you.
  You, who feel like no one in the world notices you. Jesus notices you.
  You, who are still trying to decide what you think about God. Jesus notices you.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � What do you think or feel about the words, “Jesus notices you”?
  Read Psalm 139:1-18. Has there ever been a time when you really needed to hear 

these words? Tell us about it.

MUSIC | Choose a Song
  INSTRUCTIONS: Play or perform a song and invite students to listen, reflect, and pray while it 

plays. Here are a few from the Music Recommendations for this series that could work:
  “You Don’t Miss a Thing” (Bethel Music)
  “I Am Loved” (Maverick City Music)
  “Reckless Love” (Bethel Music)
  “Found” (Chris Renzema)
  “You Will Be Found” (Ben Platt)

REFLECTION | My Faith Map
  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the handouts provided in your Week 1 folder. 

Place one under each seat, along with a pen. Invite students to complete this handout during your 
reflection time or at home during the week. The handout will ask them to draw a map of their faith 
journey so far.

  Has their journey connected them with God yet?
  Is it a fairly straight line from them to God or have there been detours and setbacks?
  What were those detours and setbacks?
  Where did their journey begin? How long have they been on their journey?
  What are the next steps on their journey?

  Here are my hopes for you today. 
  If you’re not sure what you think about Jesus but you’re willing to give Him a chance, 

I hope you leave today knowing that your good shepherd loves you and is so excited 
to welcome you.

  If you feel lost right now, I hope you leave today knowing that Jesus is actively 
searching for you. Let Him know you’re ready to be found.

  If you feel unseen, like no one notices or cares about you, I hope you leave today 
know that Jesus sees you.

  When you feel lost, Jesus notices you.
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DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � What’s one thing you can do now that could prevent you from wandering too far 
away from God in the future?

  What do you think your next step could be on your journey toward Jesus?


