
Grow Youth Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2020 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

THE BIG IDEA
Jesus teaches us  

new things. 

THE BIBLE
Matthew 4:18-22; Psalm 111:2-4; 

Jeremiah 33:3

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | What’s in the Box?
  Welcome back to our series Look & See, where we’re engaging all of our senses in order to 

see things a bit more clearly. Just like last week, I need two contestants who are adventurous 
enough to experience whatever’s hiding in this box.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Engineer a box with holes in the sides (large enough for students to put their 
hands inside) and an open front (so students in the audience can see what is on the inside of the 
box). Players playing the game should not be able to see what’s on the inside the box. Before your 
program, place an object inside the box (like Jell-O, a live turtle, sliced spam, worms, pine cones, 
or a fake plant) and place a sheet over it to ensure the players can’t see what’s inside before 
getting behind the box. Each week, place a new fun object that will provoke a response from the 
players. Bring two students to the front, have them place their hands inside the box, and race to 
see who can correctly name the object first. After the players correctly guess about what’s in 
the box (or give up), invite them to “ look and see” what was actually in the box. NOTE: Ask any 
contestants about their allergies before playing, especially if you’ve included any animals, foods, 
or other potential triggers.

QUESTION | What did you learn from that experience?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Ask your contestants and the remaining students the following questions and 

give a few of them a chance to respond.
  Okay, contestants, tell me — what did you learn from that adventure?
  Audience, your turn — what did you learn?
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  I guess it’s debatable whether or not that was an adventure you’d like to repeat, but today we’re going 
to talk about some adventures that are definitely worth the risk — and what we can learn from them.

QUESTION | What’s your favorite adventure book or movie?
  What’s your favorite adventure book or movie?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond. Then share about your own favorite 

adventure book or movie.
  To some degree, we all have a fascination with stories about the exploration of the unknown. 

Whether you love Marvel, Mission: Impossible, Star Wars, or The Chronicles of Narnia, we’re all 
drawn to stories where characters are thrown into unfamiliar worlds, exciting adventures, and 
new discoveries.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share.
  What is your favorite adventure book or movie? Why?
  In your favorite adventure story, what’s one thing the characters learn on their 

journeys?

STORY | Talk about one of your adventures.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a story) about 

a time you went on an adventure. This could be a silly local adventure (like a trip to the new fast 
food restaurant that just opened in your city) or a more dramatic adventure (like a trip out of the 
country or into the wilderness). Share photos from the experience if you can. Close by sharing 
something new you learned from the experience.

  Adventures are fun, but I think one of the reasons adventure stories stick with us is because of 
how much we (and the characters in the stories) learn along the way.

THE ADVENTURE OF FAITH
  Our love of adventure is tied to our curiosity. We want to know what’s out there — what’s still left 

to discover. This is true for the world we live in and the imaginary worlds we can explore through 
stories, but it’s also true when it comes to our faith.

  When it comes to God, there are a lot of things still left for us to discover. This is exciting but, like 
most adventures, it can also be a little scary. 

  You might have questions about God, Jesus, or how your faith impacts your life. You 
might wonder . . . 

  If and how God could’ve created the universe.
  Why an all-powerful God would care about you and me.
  Who Jesus really was.
  Or what we’re supposed to think about or do with the Bible.

  Some of you may have friends who have questions, and they come to you for 
answers because they know you’re a Christian.
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  Just like that box from our opening game and our favorite adventure stories, there are some 
unknowns involved with following Jesus. But if you’re ready, I hope you’ll engage your curiosity, 
look, and see what you discover.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � On a scale of 1-5, how exciting and adventurous does your faith journey usually 
feel to you?

  No matter where you are on your faith journey, what’s one important thing you’ve 
learned so far?

QUESTION | What questions do people have about God?
  Some people might tell you having faith means you don’t ask hard questions about God because 

all you need to do is trust — but I’m not one of those people. Questions aren’t off-limits. After all, 
if Jesus can’t handle our questions, is He really someone we can trust?

  So let’s talk about our questions — especially the hard ones. What questions do people have 
about God?

  INSTRUCTIONS: On a whiteboard or large poster board, write your students’ responses to this 
question. Leave the board visible throughout the rest of your program for students to reference 
and wonder about. At the end, ask another question: “Who here isn’t sure how to answer some 
of these questions?”

  These are all great questions, in fact, I still struggle with answering some of them myself. 
  I hope this helps you see you really can believe in God and still have questions. That’s 

because there’s still so much more to know and discover!
  But I don’t want to only talk about these questions for your benefit. After all, if you’re 

not sure how to answer some of these questions, there’s a good chance people you 
know and love are wondering how to answer them too.

  As a follower of Jesus, you may feel like you need to have all the answers in order to 
talk to your friends about God, but you don’t! God doesn’t expect you to have all the 
answers, but God is calling you to help others find the answers you’ve already found.

VIDEO | “One Man’s Hilarious Quest to Learn New Things”
  Some of these questions are pretty heavy, but our journey to discover answers to these questions 

can actually be fun!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show this video (or a video like it) about a guy who documents what it’s like to 

learn new things.
  When Mike is asked what it’s like to learn something difficult, he says, “As soon as you experience 

a tiny bit of positive improvement, you’re addicted.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDEVqLUTJI4
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  I wonder what it is about learning something new that’s both fun and a little bit scary 
at the same time.

  I don’t know about you, but I’m thinking about some of the things I’ve learned how 
to do. There were definitely challenges along the way, but the learning process was 
a pretty fun adventure.

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 4:18–22
  When it comes to adventure, Jesus and His followers, the disciples, lived out one of the greatest, 

real-life adventure stories ever. From miracles, to walking on water, to seeing raging storms 
completely calmed, following Jesus was a wild ride.

  But this whole adventure began with one simple invitation from Jesus: “Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.”

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 4:18-22.
  This wasn’t Jesus’ first encounter with these guys. Other books in the New Testament talk about 

the times they had met before this. Plus, these guys knew about Jesus. 
  They would have known of Jesus as a local religious teacher — a rabbi, in Jewish 

culture. Even before He called His first disciples, Jesus was known for teaching 
people about the things of God.

  It was common for a teacher (or rabbi) to have a group of people who followed and 
learned from them, sort of like a mentor.

  What was uncommon was Jesus’ choice of followers. They weren’t scholars in 
religion or students of Scripture. They were young. They were ordinary. And they 
were just fishermen!

  But when these fishermen looked at Jesus, they saw something not everyone saw. They saw 
that Jesus was special, so they made the choice to follow Him. They heard Him, they believed 
Him, and they wanted to continue learning from Him. 

  The disciples’ time spent following Jesus was like an internship, only way more 
more intense. They traveled together, experienced difficult times together, ate meals 
together, witnessed miraculous events together, and discovered things about God 
together.

  But the disciples weren’t just following Jesus for their own benefit. Jesus expected 
them to take what they learned and share it with others. This wasn’t just a new hobby 
— this was a dramatic change in their lives.

  After Jesus’ died and rose from the dead, He challenged His followers to . . . 
  Continue on their great adventure after He left earth.
  Teach others, like He had taught them.
  Make more disciples, like He had done for them.
  Share His message of salvation in their communities, in their country, and throughout 

the world.
  Just like the disciples, when our eyes are opened to the truth of Jesus, we’re invited to learn from 

Him and then share what we learn with others.



DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  Read Jeremiah 33:3. What are some of the ways God teaches us things we don’t 
know?

 � What do you think Jesus’ words and example can teach us about what God is 
like?

SCRIPTURE | Psalm 111:1-4
  The book of Psalms is full of honest poems and songs about figuring out life and following 

God. This song (written by someone who knew God, but lived before Jesus did) shows how 
important it was to think deeply about the greatness of God.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Psalm 111:1-4.
  Although the psalmist never knew about Jesus, we do — and Jesus makes this song even more 

impactful and powerful. 
  When we begin to learn from Jesus, we discover just how great God is.
  Learning from Jesus makes us think about, ponder, wonder about, and remember 

just how amazing God is.

QUESTION | What is great about God?
  The Bible is full of descriptions and depictions of God’s greatness. So let’s talk about it, what is 

so great about God?
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have students share and write their answers on a dry erase board.
  God is so great, so big, and so amazing, it’s shocking that Jesus showed us how much God 

cares about the details of our lives.
  Yes, Jesus wants us to ask our big questions about God and the world, but this might be the 

most important thing we could possibly learn — that we’re loved by a gracious, compassionate, 
and incredible God.

  Beyond that, it’s okay that you don’t know all the answers. God is kindly, patiently, and lovingly 
inviting you to ask questions because, as we follow Jesus, our rabbi, Jesus teaches us new things.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

STORY | Talk about a time when you learned something life-changing about God’s 
character.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a student or volunteer to tell a story) 
about a moment when you learned something about God’s character that changed your life. 
Rather than focusing on a fact about the Bible or an abstract theological principle, focus on one 
major characteristic of God, like God’s love, kindness, patience, or justice. Describe how you felt, 
thought, or saw the world before this discovery and how learning it changed your entire outlook.
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  Sure, there are a lot of facts we can learn about God, but Jesus teaches us so much more than 
just facts. Jesus teaches us what God is like.

  If you’ve ever felt like you know most of what there is to know about your faith, I want 
to challenge you to continue asking, “What more could I know?”

  It’s not just about gaining more knowledge about God, although that will come with 
time. It’s about learning who God is — and that adventure is never-ending.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

 � What’s one big question you still have about God or what you believe?
  What do you usually do when you have questions about God? What else could 

you do?

RESPONSE | What’s Your Plan?
  So, we need a plan! Anyone that sets out on a grand adventure can’t just go without some sort 

of plan. How do we . . . 
  Learn more about who God is?
  Search for answers to our questions?
  Share what we learn with others?

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before your program, print and cut the handouts provided in your Week 2 folder. 
Place one under each seat, along with a pen. Play some instrumental music while students reflect 
and write while you guide them through the following prompts.

  If you want to continue learning more about the God who created you, there are six questions I 
want to challenge you to answer. 

  WHAT? What do you want to learn? Is there a big question (maybe one of the 
questions we talked about earlier) you want to explore? Is there a book of the Bible 
that seems interesting? Is there a topic you want to better understand?

  HOW? How are you going to keep learning and growing? What action steps do you 
need to take right now?How will you spend time with God? Do you enjoy journaling? 
Drawing? Music? Maybe after you read Scripture, you create, draw, write, or play 
something. Do you love nature? Take a walk or go for a run and talk to God about 
what you’re learning.

  WHEN? When is a good time for you to set aside time to spend with God? The 
morning is a great time to start your day on the right track, but maybe you aren’t a 
morning person and prefer spending time with God at night.

  WHERE? Having a specific location in mind could help you be more consistent in 
your habits to spend time with God. Where do you plan to go, read, learn, or pray?

  WHY? Why are you doing this? Look back at your “What.” You may have defined a 
goal about what you want to learn, but why does that particular goal matter to you? 
Why is that the thing you want to learn?
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  WHO? Who else can you learn with? Who can you share what you’re learning with? Is 
there someone you love who doesn’t yet know Jesus and could benefit from hearing 
what you’re learning?

  Whatever it is you want to learn, don’t give up. We can all get distracted from time to time, but 
that’s okay. Don’t get frustrated or think the plan failed if you miss a day or a month. Just start 
again.

  This week, I hope you choose to look, see, and learn from the greatest teacher we have, because 
Jesus teaches us new things — and there is so much more to learn.

DISCUSSION
  INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into groups so 

everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so you may want to 
skip them if you’re working only with middle schoolers.

  What’s your plan to learn more about God? What’s your What? How? When? 
Where? Why? Who?

 � What’s something that could keep you from learning what you want to learn? 
How can we help?
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